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CONGREGATTO
DE INSTITUTIONE CATHOLICA
(DB SEMINARIIS ATQUE STUDIORUM INSTITUTIS)

INSTRUMENTLUM LABORIS FOR THE APOSTOLX VISITATION OF THE SEMINARIES AND
HoiseS OF FRIESTLY FORMATION IN TEE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

PART A: INTRODAKCTION

1. Natsure and Purpose

{1} Following the request made at the meeting of the US Cardinals and Presldency of
the USCCEH with Pope John Paul II and the Roman Curia, in April 2X2, the
Congregations for Cathollc Educadon, for Institutes of Consecrated Life and
Socleties of Apostalic Life, for the Orlental Churches mnd for the (lexgy — with the
agreement of the Secretariat of State and with the aesiotance of the Congregations for
the Doctrine of the Faith and for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments ~ have organized this Apoatolic Visitation of the seminaries and honnes
of priestly formation in the Undted States of America.

{2) Tha Visit will examine tha various elamants of priastly formation in the United
States. Partlcular attention will be reserved for the inrellectual formation of
sexninarians, to examine fto fdelity to the Magisweshim, espectatly in the field of
motal theology, in Hght of Veritetis splendor. Speclal attention will also be givin to the
criteria for admission of candidates, and to the programs of human and spiritugl
formation almed at ensuring that thay can faithfully lve chastity for the Kingdom.,
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as a help. It is atmed at ensuring that U5 seminaries and houses of priestly formation
i:da functoning correctly, and that they are responding propexly to present-day

(4) By diself, an Apoatalic Visitation can never discover, and even Jess addzxess, al! the
various concerns of priestly formation. The prismary regponsibility for the correct



functioning of the U5 seminartes and houses of priestly formation belongs to the
competent Ordinaries, be they Bishops or Major Supetiors, In the words of Pope
John Pal II's Post-Synodal Apostedle Exhortation Pagiores gregls, “each Bishop will
show his concern above all by salacting with great care those charped with the
tralgdng of future priests and by establishing the most suitable and appropriate
means of prepating them to exercise thair miniskxy in a setting so fundamenial for
the e of the Christian comumunity. The Bishop will not fall to visit the semtinary
frequently, aven when particnlar clreumstances have cauged him to join other
Bishopa in moking the at times necessary and even preferable cholce of an
interdtocesan seminary. A germine persanal knowlsdge of the candidates for the
presthood in his particular Church is indlspensable for the Bishop, On the basis of
thess direct contacts he will snsure that the seminarles form mature arnd balanced
parsonalitise, men capable of establishing sound haman end pastoral relationships,
knowledgeable In theology, solid in the spiritual e, and in love with the Church ...
When the Hme comes to confer Holy Orders, sach Bishop will carry out the
necessary invesHgation”™ (n. 48). A relipious Major Superior hes an analogous
responiyibility for those ambers of his tnatitite who are candidates for Holy Orders,

2. Procedure

(1) The Congregations for Catholie Edumtion, for Instituies of Consecrated Life amnd
Sociedes of Aposwlic Life, for the Oriental Churches and for the Clergy are charged
with organizing the Apostolic Visitation. They have formulated this Instrumentim
laboris which provides the guldelines for tha Visit They hava also selected the
Apostolic Visitars and will heip prepare them by means of a menting of all those
engaged in this process. After having studied the Reports of the Visjtors on the
individual medtntions, the appropoate Ceongregatons will communicate their
written ohservations gnd comment: on the semdnaries and houses of priestly
formation to the respective Ordinaries (of. [2.10} below). At the end of the Visitation,
there will be & general letier, addressed to the US Conferenioe of Cathalic Bishops,
which will present an assessment of current priestly formation in the USA.

{2} In addition o the Apoatolic Visitors, all of whom are appointed by the Holy See,
cne Bizhop has beent appointed as the "Coordinator” of the Visit. His role entgils the
practical and logistical organization of the individual Visits: for example, he will
schedule dates with those responsible for carrying out those Visits, The Coordinator
will not accompany the Visitors on thelx Visits, nor will he receive a copy of the
Visitors’ Reports,

(3) The Episcopal Conference of ths Tintked States, for its part, has gtaciously agread
to offer every possible assistance ao that the Visit wiil be fruitful All costs of the Visit
will be met by the Church in the 118,
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mermbers® and studants (including details about their dioceses or religious
somuunities of origin), end other relevant documentadon. .
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Instrurerium laboris, allowing thetm, prior to the Visitation proper, to express to the
Visltora fn wrlting, with signafuze, fheir opinlons about the seminary ot house of
prisatly formation.

(6) When the Visitors arrive at each seminary ‘or house of pdestly formation, they
wﬂ]pxesmtﬂmkedﬂrwﬂ&ﬂﬂrﬂmuf&pyoh&mtwmmwﬂlﬁmhe
displayed on the public notice-board, together with the schedule and progyam of the
Visit. In every way, the Visitom will ensure that their Vislt is undesioed as an
eceleaial act, to be carried out in ah atmosphere of fraternal commundor:. At the same
time, they will underlina the Viait'a sarious natire,

{7) Bvery Vish should normally lsst a minfmum of four days. The Visitors will
examine afl aspects of priestly formation. They must apeak in private interviews with
alt faculty moeonbars, all students and, where applicable, the members of the Board of
Governors. Furthermore, each priest who has graduated from the institution in the
previous three vears is to be invited t0 a private interview with one of the Visitors.
The Visitors may share the contents of the interviews soldly with the rest of the
Vigitation teat and with the Holy Seq.

(8} After the Visit, the Visitom will express no judgrnent o the local Superiors either
in writing or craily. Ingtead, they will together draw up a Report — ta be very spedfle
and detalled ~ which will be sent exclusively to the Congregation for Catholic
Education via the Apostolic Nundature in Washington, All the Visitors must sign
the Report. Should a Visitor not be satiafed with the content of the Raport, he is
morally obliged to inform the Congregation for Catfiolic BEducation in writing of his
own ppinion

(9} ALl Visitors will be boumd by strict confidentality, sub secreto pontificio.
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(10) Upon receipt of the Visitors' Report, the appropriate Congregation will draft ita
written evaluation of the seminary or house of priestly formation, This draft text will
then be forwarded to the U8 Bishop ar Major Stiperior responisible for the instituticn
in question. In this way, the Jocal exclesingtical authorities will have an opportunity
to refute any strictly factual errors that the legher may contain. Any contentlon of a
pomt of fagt should be supported with evidence. Points of judgemeant carnot be
Impagned, At the end of the proecss, the officlal letter of the Congregation. will be
signed and delivered to the Bishop or Major Superior via the Apostolic Nundature
in Washington, D.C.

3. Reference Documents

The Visit will be guided in & special way by the doctuments of the Heoly Ses which
deal with pdestly formation. A list of such documants, which is not to be congidered
exhaustive, s included 28 an appendix.

In a particular way, the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Pastorss dabo vobis and
the most recent edition of the American Ratis nationalls insiftutionis sucerdotatis, the
"Program of Priestly Formation”, will serve as guidelines for the Visit.

L

PAET B: TOFICS TO UE ADDREISED DURING THE APGSTOUIC VISITATION

The following questions are provided 55 a guide for the Visitors. In drawing up their
Report for the Holy See, they should follow the eleven headings mdicated below, A
particulsr guegton need not be addressed if the Visitors desm it fo be inapplicable,
although some questiona — ay indicuted in the text — must always he answered,
Furthermore, the questions asa not to be considered exhaustive. The Visitors are to
us2 their judgement when carrying cut the individual VisitaHons,



1. The Conzept of the Pricathood (of. Program of Priestly Formation, 26-934)

(1) Is the doctrine on the priesthood prasanted by the seminary? solidly based on the
Chureh's Magisterium? Do the faculty and seminacans accept this teaching? In
particulss, are the most significant decwments on the priesthood kmown i the
facully mambers and seminariana? Is there a specific course on the priesthood?

2) Is a sound understanding of the presthood also taught in the other academie
courses and reflected in the progrema of spiritual and pastoral formation?

{3) In religionts houses of priestly formation, how i3 the religious charism of the
instihute integzated with the priestly formation of tha candidates?

2. The Goverttapce of the Semninary (of, Program of Priestly Fornativn, £41-505)

(1) How does the Bishop/Major Superlor exercise effectively his authority over the
seminary

(2} Does the Bishap/Major Superior visit the seminary and his students frequently?

{3) ¥What 1 your impression of the faculty members? How does the Rector exercis:
his authority {ef, CIC can, 239 § 1; *CCEO can. 338 8 1)? Do the faculty members
teceive dus prepacation before taking on thair duties? Do tha Ractor and teachers
make thelr profession of faith “corem loci Ordinario einsve delegato”, in accordance
with CIC can. 833, 6°97

{4) Is there a spirit of harmony and ecdesial communion among the formation
faculty membera? Do they show a sincere sentire cum Ecelesiz? Do they give 2 good
exampie of prieaty living?

{5} Do the formaton faculty members have responsibilities outsicdas the seminary,
which detract from their primnary duties?
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(6) In there an appropriate demarcation of the seminary area and program, so that it
is dearly an inptitution set apart for the formaton of candidates to the priesthood (cf.
Pastores dabo vabis, 61)7

{7} 13 there 4 clear process for removing from the sexminary faculty members who
Alsgent from the authoritative teaching of the Church or whose conduet does. not

provide good example to future priests?
3. Admission Policies (cf. Program of Prizstly Fermaition, 506-328)

{1) Do diocessn candidates recelve any prior formation before being admitted to
sepinary, namely in a propaedeutic pariod (of, Pastores dabe vobiy, 62)?

(2) What are the criteria for admissiom of candidates to the seeuinary? How does the
seminary check whether the requirements of CIC can. 241 § 1 have been met? In
particular, does the seminary examine the spplicant for those human qualitles
tequisite in candidates for Holy Orders (cf. Pastores dubo volia, 43-44)7

(3) Is psychwlogical testing employed in the admissions process? If ao, give full
detalls. {Thiz quaestion must be annoered. )

{4y Are the prescripdons contained in CIC can. 241 § 3% ond the ralated 1996
Instruction fo the Episcopal Comferences on the Admission fo Seminary of Candideies
Comting from Qther Semnarizs or Religlous Fomilies adherad to (cf Pastores gregis, 48)7
(5) How do Bishopa/Major Supetiors check the background of candidates who come
from other countries, particularly regarsding whether they have previcualy been in a
formation program?

(6) In your judgment, are there any deficiencies in the seminary’s admission policies?
4, The Semrisarians (¢f. Program of Priesty Formation, passim, but espeeially 529-548.)

{1) What is your genaral impression of the seminariacs?

(?) Bo the suminarians or factdty members have concerns about the maral life of
those living in the Insttution? (This gueshion must be answered.)

T “The doceun {3 to sdeit oo the maks senioary thosa oho we judged copable of dedicutiog
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(@ Is there evidence of homosexuality in the seminary? (Thiz question must be
anstoered.)

5. Fwman Formation (cf. Program of Prieatly Formation, 191-207, 304-310, 326-332)

(1) How i4 the Yumem formation of the seminarians integrated, within the program of
prisstly formaton? Fow are the human qualities listed in Fasiores debo vobis, 4344,
eacouraged in the life of the seminary?

(2) Do the semndnarians show an aptitude for and dedication to inteilactual work?

(3) Is there & clear Rule of Life in the seminary (ef CIC car. 243) by means of which
the seminariany are formed in the virtues of obedience, chastity, poverty and self-
cdenlal?

{#) Do the seminarians know how to use alcohol, the Indernet, television, etc, with
prudence and moderalion?

(5) How doea the seminary monitor the seminarians” behavior outside the seminary?

(8) How does the seminary emsure that the seminarians leam a spirit of
respomeaibility during their formation?

(7} 15 the seminariang’ vacatlon time used properly, in a way that helps and fosters
their vocation to the priesthooi?

8. Spivitual Formation (cf. Program of Priestly Formation, 140-161, 215-233, 264-303,
211-325)

(1) Do ali in the seminary understend “the theologleal motivadan of the Church's
law on celibacy” (Pretores dabo vobis, 29)? In the seminatians’ epiritual formation, ia
empiasis given to fostering a specifically priestly spirituality?

(2) Are the Church's liturgical norma fadthfully observed? Is there a balance betwesn
the liturgical life of the seminary and the private prayer of the seminarians? Does the
seminary reflect a prayerfil atmosphere?

(3 Do all in the seninary participate in Mass every day? Do they make visits to the
Blessed Sacrament? Do they recsive the Sacrament of Penance with due frequency?
1s the Liturgy of the Houss celebrated dally?

(4) Are there scheduled times for meditation and spiritual reading? Does the
seminazy encourage devotlon to Our Lady and the eaints? In partcoular, does the

T



seminary enconrage the reciation of the rosary? How often is there Hucharistic
Adaration and Benediction? Fow often aru there scheduled days of recollection and
retreats? What other exercizes of platy, such as the Stations of the Cross, doea the
seminary celebrate, and how often?

(®) What is the role of the Spirihaal Director? Is thars a sufficient number of Spiritug
Directors for the seminarians? Do the seminarians meet their Spicitnal Directors
regulaxiy? Is there 4 Hat of priests who are consldered by the Bishop(s) as sultable for
the role of Spiritual Director (of. CIC can, 239 § 2% *OCEQ can, 339 § 1)7

{6) How does the seminary safeguard the clear distinction between intornal forom
and external forien? Are all due precautions taken to protect the inviclability of the
intarnal foram?

() Dogs the seminary have both ordinary and extraordinary confessors (of, CIC can.
240 § 1), How often are thare opportuntties for confession?

(8) Does the seminary pregent a sound spizituality? Are the seminarians educated n
the clamaical forma and writings of Christian spirituality? Is the seminary free from
the influences of New Age and eclecHe apitituality?

(9} How does the formation ntegrate harmoniously the spiritual dimension with the
humar one, above al) in the area of celibate chastity?

{10} How dces the sexninary foster “affective maturity” (Pagtores dabo vobis, 44)¢ How
are the seminarians formed to calibate chasdty i the areas of frlendships, human
relationships, huntan freedom and the formaton of the moral conscience? Do the
formation Eaculty members wakch out for signs of “particular friendships”?

(11) In the judgnent of the Visitors, does the seminary provide adequate formation
that will enable the seminarlans to Hve celibate chastty? (This guestion must be
arimuerad.)

7. Intelectual Formation (of. Program of Priestly Formation, 162-179, 234-241, 333-396)
The US aystem of intellectual pricstly formation, with philoeophy and theology often

taught in different nstitutions, means thet the Visitors will have to adapt the
following questions to the particular gtuadon of the ndividual seminary visited.
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Presumably, for the Collage seminaries the answera will address atudies in
philosaphy and the humanities, while for the Theologates the Vigitation will deal
with Bheology. The Viaitors will want to study the relevant documents of the Holy
Sce, ag presented in A3

(1) Are all philosophical/theological tracts adequately taught, both as regarda tha
time dedicated to them and in the scope of material covered? Do you notee any
lacunag in the program of studias?

(2) Are the seminerians capable of disloguing on the intellectual fevel, with
contemporary society? Do thelr studies help them to respond 0 rontemporary
subtartivism and, I partcoalar, to roral retativiem? (This question musi be answered. )

(3) Do the seminarlans receive a substamitfally complete and echarent grownding in
Catholic dogmatic and meral theology? Is atbenton given to the unity of theclogicat
studica? Arxe the seminarlans taught to Inve and be faithful to the Traditlon and
Maglstertam of the Church? How are the seminarians helped to integrate their
theological shidies with their spiritual life?

(4} Is the momel doctrine trught in conformity with the doaunents of the Haly San ~
in particular the Encyclical Letters Humanes pitar (1968), Veritatis gplandor (1993) and
Eoangelium vita (1595); the Dedlaration Persona humans (1975); and. the Cirevdar Eattor
of the Congregation for iw Doctrine of the Faith The Pastoral Care of Homosexual
Peroons (158637

(5) Are the text-books in conformdty with Chatrch teaching?

(6) Aze the teachers academicelly propared® and doctrinally sonnd?

8. Pastoral Formation (cf, Program of Priestly Formation, 180-130, 242-247, 397-440)

(1} Is pastoral theology taught? By whom?

(2} Where dinical pastoral expeviencas exdst, 1s the *Catholle, sacramantal dimmension
of pastoral care ... integral to afl such programs in which ssminarians particpatg”
(Pragram of Priestly Formation, 428)?

(3) Who is respansible for the pastoral experiences of the seminarlana? How are the
semineriang’ pastoral experiences evaluated?
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(4) Do the seminarians shaw apostolic zeal?

(5) Do the seminarians have a “Catholic spizit” ~ en awaren=ss and appreciation of
fhe Universal Church beyond the borders of their diacese or seligious congregation
{cf. Presbyterorum ordinis, 10)?

(6) Does the mstituton teach a proper understanding of the role of women in
ecriesial life? Do they understand the proper models of cergy-fay cooperation? Are
the familty and students famillar with the docements of the Magisterium on such
lespes'??

3, Promotion to Holy Orders

(1) Are candidates for Hedy Orders srutinized in accerdance with CIC can. 1024-
1052v

(2) What owvans are used to ensure that the candidates muly satisfy the canonical
requirementa? Is doubt about a candidate’s suitabllity for Orders always resolved in
faver of the Chureh [of, CIC can. 1052 § 3192

(3) In particular, does the seminary dwck for the presence of impediments or
irregularities for Holy Orders (of. CIC can. 1040-104% "CCEC can. 762-758),
especially in the case of late vocatlons? (This guestion must recaive a full and detalled
anatoer.}

{4) Do candidates for Holy Orders always complete e prescribad course of studies
before ordinetion (of. CIC can. 1032 § 197

(5) Are the inkerstitia betweoen the ministry of acolyte and the ordination to the
diaconate (cf. CIC car. 1035 § 2 and between diaconate and prlesthood {cof, CIC
car. 1031 § 17 observed?
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10. Servics of the Seminary to the Newly Ordained (¢f. Program of Priestly Formation,
549-572)

Does the seminary asxist in the on-going formation of recently ordained priesis (-4
FPastores dabo ookiy, 79yt How?

11 Other Concerna

The Visihors will indicate to the Holy See any other concernw that thay may have
about the forrmation program of the seminary.
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